German versus Hun

Why are the French and Italians, the English and Americans,
and really all other peoples, better speakers than we? In the
first place, this may have something to do with the German's
defective sense of form. While in the French schools a special
value attaches to "rhetoric," and almost all the great French
Parliamentarians have already distinguished themselves, as
schoolb6ys, in this essential subject of instruction, and while
most of the English Ministers and Members of Parliament
were known as effective debaters at Eton or Harrow, Oxford
or Cambridge, in Germany the art of speech is almost
entirely neglected.                       PRINCE BULOW, 1921-1926

In Italy, in France, in England, there is a completed revolu-
tion between thought and action; the men of intellect are
within reach of the people, and the people are capable of
approaching them . . . while with the Germans compre-
hensive and exalted conceptions are carried away by the
mind, or wither and harden in corners, and public affairs are
executed only with interminable delay, as the most lamentable
necessity dictates.                                ERICH KAHLER, 1937
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